
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Thérèse of Lisieux Pastoral Area Advent Newsletter 2011 

Our Lady of the Assumption Messy Church 

Messy Church is not a description of our building, but part of our on-
going commitment to Family Catechesis. 
 

On Saturday Dec 11th over 50 people came to what is called “Messy 
Church”. It was an opportunity for families to be together in an 
activity that would involve everyone, but be at the level of some of 
the youngest members of our congregation. 
 

We had 11 “stations” – tables on which an activity was taking place. 
Children, and their families were invited to go to as many tables as 
they could in a 2 hour time slot. At each “station” was an activity 
connected with Christmas – crib making, biscuit decorating, card 
making, garland design, Christmas tree painting, making decorations 
and so many more. Each “station” was looked after by a volunteer or 
family – helped by our Confirmation candidates. 
 

It was wonderful to see so many families, mums, dads, grans, 
brothers and sisters, cousins working together. There was a fantastic 
atmosphere and it was really enjoyable. At the end we gathered in 
Church for a special telling of the Christmas story. 
 

“When is the next one?” “Can we come again next week?” “The 
activities were so thoughtful.” “It was great to do something that all 
the family could do together.” Watch this space for Lent 2012! 

Calling Potential Eucharistic Ministers 

On Saturday February 25th there will be a training day for new 
Eucharistic Ministers within our Pastoral Area. This will take place at 
St Mark's school in Halewood. Parishioners are asked to suggest 
names to the Parish Priests [ASAP] within our pastoral area, of their 
fellow parishioner, who they feel would be good candidates for the 
ministry in the following areas: 
 

1) Parish Masses/Services and sick and housebound parishioners;  
2) Broadgreen Hospital;  
3) Our various School communities, and 
4) The Marie Currie Centre. 
 

On the same day there will be a period of reflection and an 
opportunity for discussion and the sharing of good practice for those 
who already exercise the ministry. This will consist of a Holy Hour, 
led by the Archbishop, at St Mark's church, Halewood at 11.00am 
and then tea/coffee and an opportunity for discussion in St Mark's 
Club at 12.00noon. 

Living Christ Retreat 

On the weekend of the 20th/21st October we held our first Living 
Christ Retreat. People from all our parishes, aged between 16 and 
70, spent a Friday evening and Saturday at St. Mary‟s at a retreat 
led by Fr Chris Thomas of the Irenaeus project. It proved a great 
opportunity to come together in a time of peaceful prayer and 
reflection and get to know people from other parishes in the PA. 
 

“It is difficult to find the time in our busy lives for a retreat weekend 
but we found it thought provoking, interesting, informative, prayerful 
and a great way to recharge our spiritual batteries – and the catering 
and welcome were amazing!” We plan to hold more retreats so look 
out for details and book early! 

 

Sharing Catechesis across the parishes 

We recently held courses for Catechists from each of our parishes 
those who, amongst other things, help prepare children and adults 
for the sacraments who work together to share resources and ideas. 
The training provided by the Pastoral Formation Department was 
well attended in our area. Sessions included communication skills, 
the reorder of the sacraments of initiation, the RCIA process, 
resources and good practice. Sessions were full of hints, tips, ideas 
and opportunities for sharing parish experiences a very worthwhile 
training schedule. 

Welcome to our Pastoral Area newsletter in which you will find 

updates, information about activities and opportunities as our 
parishes become ever more closely linked. Included is a schedule of 
parishes which details the services available in each for Christmas. 
Why not join the Pastoral Area Advent Service of Reconciliation at 
Our Lady of the Assumption on Monday 19th December at 7pm? If 
you would like to know more, make suggestions, or get involved 
contact the Parish representatives shown over the page. 
 

I wish you all a happy and blessed Christmas. 
Fr Grant Maddock, Pastoral Area Dean 

Prayer to St. Thérèse of the 
Child Jesus 

 

Teach us how to open our 
hearts, without reserve, to the 
Holy Spirit, as you did, to seek 
and find God‟s will, in all the 
crisis and choices, in the joys 
and disappointments, of our 

lives. Gain for us too the grace 
to do His will with courage and 
untroubled hearts so that we 

may radiate a joy and a 
gladness like yours in the 

service of Our Lord. 

The Pastoral Area Journey 

Change is difficult.  Change is challenging. Change can be 
liberating.  This is what the apostles discovered in the weeks after 
Easter Sunday but once Christ had sent the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles in the upper room a great transformation took place and 
courage replaced fear, understanding replaced confusion and an 
inward looking group focused out – and they never returned (as far 
as we know) to the upper room!  And so they lived the words of the 
Great Commission „Go therefore and make disciples‟ 
Matt. 28:19; which is our Diocesan mission statement. 
 

As a result of those first disciples there are now over one billion 
Catholics with the faith having been handed down from generation to 
generation, often at cost of their own lives.  Our mission is to build 
up the body of Christ, the Church, by being an inviting and 
welcoming community.  In a recent pastoral area meeting Fr. Philip 
Inch, Episcopal Vicar for Evangelisation quoted an analogy Pope 
Benedict had used at a church in New York.  From the outside, 
stained glass windows look dark and dreary but inside the church 
they are splendid with light and colour and a beauty that teaches the 
great mysteries of our faith.  The challenge is: how do we invite 
people in?  It is this challenge that involves change. 
 

The pastoral area of St. Thérèse of Lisieux has arguably seen more 
drastic change than any other pastoral area in the Archdiocese of 
Liverpool and much of this has been forced upon us due to a set of 
circumstances more often than not beyond our control. This has led 
to grieving, anger and upset but also welcome, optimism and an 
acceptance that the Holy Spirit is our guide and inspiration. In the 
Gospel today Mary is told to rejoice because the Lord is with her and 
later on she says “Yes” to an event that will be life changing, world 
changing.  Our challenge as a pastoral area is to listen to what God 
wants of us and have the courage to say yes but say yes knowing 
that the Lord is with us on this journey. 

Nick McLeod, Chairman of Pastoral Area Working Group. 

Pastoral Area Novena 

From Monday 26th September we held our Annual Novena in Honour 
of St Therese, leading up to her Feast day on the 1st October. This 
time of prayer continues to unite our PA and gave us an opportunity 
to gather together in each of our churches to celebrate the great gift 
of our Faith – the Eucharist.  St Therese‟s little way was one of 
simple following of the Lord through love and service.  May we 
continue to be inspired by her example. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Group Pastoral Area 
Representatives 

Christmas Eve Christmas Day Other Services 

Christ the King and 
Our Lady 

Christine Jones 
Paul Ireland 

5.30pm Family Mass 
Midnight Mass at 12.00 

9.30am 
11.15am 

Weekday masses at 12 noon  
New Years Eve Saturday mass at 5.15pm 
New Years day 9.30am and 11.15am 

Our Lady of the 
Annunciation 
(Bishop Eton) 

Nick McLeod 
Alison Chalmers 

7.00pm Family Mass 
11.00pm Carols and Midnight Mass (11.30pm) 

8.30am 
10.00am Family Mass 
11.30am Sung Mass 

20th Reconciliation Service 7.30pm 
21st Carol Service  8.00pm 

Our Lady of the 
Assumption 

Shirley Green 6.00pm 
8.00pm 
11.00pm finishing at midnight. 

11.00am Pastoral Area Service of Reconciliation: Monday 19th Dec at 7.00pm 

St. Mary Helen Reynolds 
Jane Rutt Howard 

5.30 p.m. Family Mass 
11.30 p.m. Carols and Midnight Mass  

9.00am Mass 
11.00am Sung Mass 

22nd Service of Reconciliation 7.30 pm 

St. Ambrose & St. 
Christopher 

Carole Rimmer 
Norman Howens 
Terry Nelson 

6.30pm: Children/Family Christmas Mass at St 
Christopher 
9pm: First Mass of Christmas at St Ambrose 

9.15am at St Christopher 
10.30 am: Children/Family Mass at St 
Ambrose 

18th 4.30pm: Speke/Hale Ecumenical Carol Service @ Hale Parish Church 
21st 7pm: Advent Service at St Ambrose 
26th 12noon Mass at St Ambrose 
27th 10am Mass at St Christopher 
31st  Mass at 5.30pm at St Christopher‟s instead of 7pm 

St. John Vianney Carolyn Curtis 
Helen Kelly 

There is no 5.15pm Mass 
6.30pm Children's Mass St Mark's  
9.00pm Holy Family 
12.00am Midnight Mass at St Mark's The above 
three Masses will be preceded by 15minutes of 
Carols 

9.30am at St Mark's church 
11.00am at Holy Family church 
Please note there is no 6.00pm Mass 

Parish Service of Reconciliation Tuesday December 20th 6.30pm at St 
Mark's church 
Advent Service of Readings Thursday December 22nd 7.00pm at Holy 
Family church 

HHHaaavvveee   aaa   HHHaaappppppyyy   aaannnddd   
HHHooolllyyy   CCChhhrrriiissstttmmmaaasss!!!   

…Cont. 
 

She has started going into the primary schools in the Parish of Christ 
the King with a view to working with the children, staff and hopefully 
parents. In the New Year she is due to meet with the young people 
in the Parish. 
 

It is early days and the sisters are hoping that the ministry will evolve 
in the pastoral area. 

Cenacle Sisters begin their ministry in Pastoral 

Area 

Srs. Kathleen Hopkins, Winifred Morley and Christine Warrington are 
the three Cenacle Sisters who are beginning to minister in PA3.  The 
Charism of the Cenacle Sisters is “To awaken and deepen Faith”. All 
of the sisters have a background in retreats, spiritual direction and 
human development and they have individual qualifications in 
Education, Therapy and the training of others in spiritual direction. 
 

All three are on the Pastoral Area Working Group and are working 
with others, in different groups, to look at the development plan for 
the pastoral area. There are plans for the sisters to work on a day for 
Readers in the New Year, and, it is hoped that one sister may be 
able to assist in the ministry in the Marie Curie Centre. 
 

Sr. Christine worked closely with the group who planned the PA 
Living Christ Retreat last October. 

Cont.… 

Crib exhibition to Support the Bethlehem Crèche 

Christ the King and Our Lady's parish have recently held their 
second Crib Exhibition which has proved to be as successful as the 
first. As well as having 125 Cribs from around the world, each with 
their own special story, each of our local schools sent their choirs 
which helped bring the real meaning of Christmas to the fore. 
 

Over 1,000 people came through the church doors helping to raise 
£4,574.00 which has been forwarded to the Holy Family Crèche in 
Bethlehem, a home which is run by the Daughters of Charity who 
give support to any child despite their Race or Creed. 

World Youth Day 

A number of our youth from the Pastoral Area participated in this 
amazing event. 
 

Nicola Green wrote in her World Youth Day diary; 
 

“I had an amazing two weeks on my pilgrimage. My host family we’re 
wonderful, I arrived a stranger and left a member of the family. Their 
hospitality and kindness was overwhelming. Christianity in action; a 
true demonstration of our faith.” 
 

“The hundreds of thousands of people in Madrid came from all 
around the world but we all had one thing in common; our faith. It 
was incredible to be part of such and amazing event. I have learnt a 
lot from the people I have met and the things I have done. World 
Youth Day really has opened my eyes to the most positive view of 
my faith.” 


