
  

Pastoral Area 3: St Therese of Lisieux 

Proposal for Consultation 

 

 

During the past few weeks the Clergy and the Pastoral Area Working Group have had to begin to 

address the issues of the numbers of people worshiping throughout our area and look at the impact 

that changes in the number of clergy serving us will have on how our Pastoral Area will look in the 

coming months.  The sad and sudden death of Fr Denis Cunningham in Speke; the announcement of 

Fr Pat O’Brien’s retirement from St Mary’s next autumn and Fr Dominic Curran’s move to the 

Cathedral – to serve the Royal Hospital - with no one to replace him at Christ the King & Our Lady’s, 

have highlighted the fact that there are no priests to replace them.  Coupled with that we expect 

other clergy changes to take place in the next months that will mean from 9 priests serving our area 

back in June, by September of next year we will probably only be 5.  This figure of 5 priests serving 13 

former parishes and a hospital, we know, is unrealistic and not sustainable as we have been advised 

that the total number of priests we can expect in the next few years to serve our area is only 4.  
 

Recent surveys and reports called ‘Quinquennial Reports’, have highlighted significant amounts of 

repair works which each church and presbytery need to do in order to reach and or maintain the 

required standard of the Public Buildings Acts.  Financially it is clear that we cannot afford to do these 

works throughout the PA. The costs of maintaining each parish and its assets as they are now would 

lead us into spending that cannot be justified now or in the future.   

With this in mind we have been looking at how our area may look in the near future and what we 

need to do to realise the 4 priest ratio to our now 7 parishes with 11 churches and presbyteries and 

Broadgreen Hospital. 

 

Realistically we have to start to consider our Pastoral Area as 4 Units, each being assigned a priest.   

These units would be: 
 

Speke – St Ambrose and St Christopher 

Halewood/Hunts Cross – St John Vianney 

Woolton St Mary and Bishop Eton 

Wavertree, Childwall Valley and Netherley– Christ the King & Our Lady and St John Almond. 
 

But we need to go much further than that.  Practically in order to realise these units we have had to 

consider the financial circumstances of each unit; accessibility; the number of people regularly 

worshiping; the necessity and implementation of fire safety regulations and alarms and the potential 

for development of each site according to need for change. 
 



These considerations have led to the opening of a period of consultation about painful and difficult 

changes which the Archbishop has proposed we consider in order to enable us to function as a church 

in this area.  These changes would mean the closure of a number of churches, over a phased period of 

time.  

 

The first phase to be considered would be: 

 

Wavertree and Childwall Valley and the closure of the churches of Our Lady of Good Help, St Paschal 

Baylon and St Gregory.  This would leave Christ the King & Our Lady of the Assumption to eventually 

be served by 1 priest and be realised as 1 unit of the PA.  Proposed for consultation here is the closure 

of the churches by Easter 2011 with both parishes continuing to be served by 2 priests until such time 

as the Diocesan need arises for it to be served by 1. 

 

As part of Phase 1 we propose that the Archdiocese & the Redemptorists begin conversations so that 

Parish of St Mary’s and Our Lady of the Annunciation Bishop Eton become 1 unit by Autumn 2011 

 

Phase 2 - a timescale for which has not yet been identified - would consider the units of  

 

Halewood/Hunts Cross working towards having 1 church 

 

Speke/Hale  scrutinizing and rationalising parish properties.  

 

Alongside these phased proposals we must continue to consider how the Marie Currie centre will be 

served and prepare ourselves to realise how Broadgreen Hospital will be served without a fulltime 

priest in the not too distant future. 

 

These changes may seem radical, however, we need to consider that we cannot continue to maintain 

the structures of our parishes as we have known them because we no longer have the resources to do 

so.    To help everyone to understand the proposals there will be a series of meetings in each unit in 

the New Year and a Pastoral Area meeting in February. 

 

Our focus through this time must remain to be one of hope in the Lord.  Though we may feel the 

darkness of Good Friday and the silence of Holy Saturday we have faith in the one who on the Third 

Day Rose again and brought forth the dawn of a new day.  Let us continue to pray with and for one 

another as we discern where the Lord is leading us during this time. 

 

 


