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“FRIENDS – SUPPORTING THE CHRISTIANS” 

                               December update from the FHL 
 FHL Chairman, Michael Whelan 

Thank you to all “Friends” who have been enquiring about Michael’s health.  

As of 30 November, Michael remains in hospital in Birmingham. He is receiving treatment 

following a strong dose of chemotherapy, from which he suffered severe side effects. He is 

expected to remain in hospital for a few days before returning home and continuing his chemo. 

Michael and Norah remain positive. Please remember them in your prayers. 

 First National FHL Pilgrimage to the Holy Land – book now! 

For anyone who is interested in joining this ecumenical pilgrimage between 20-28
th

 September 

2013 and who has not seen the brochure/booking form, a further copy is attached. Hard copies 

are available from the office and it can be downloaded from the home page on the FHL website. 

Please book and forward your deposit to Tangney Tours by 21 December as airline deposits are 

required immediately after Christmas. In addition to the main pilgrim route, we are focusing on 

meeting local Christian communities and visiting FHL projects. 

 Visit to the Holy Land 

National Vice-Chairman, Peter Rand, returned two weeks ago from a hectic but successful 4 day 

whistle-stop visit. Based at the new Manger Square Hotel in Bethlehem, Peter visited St. 

Martha’s House, the School of Joy, the FHL candle making factory, three housing projects as 

well as St. Luke’s Hospital in Nablus. Meetings included the CEO at the Latin Patriarchate, Fr. 

Human, the British Consul, Sir Vincent Fean, representatives from the Anglican Diocese in 

Jerusalem, parish priests, Fr. Faysal, Director of Schools at the Latin Patriarchate, headmasters 

and members of the FHL Representative team, chaired by Fr. Jamal at Bethlehem University. 

Most humbling were home visits to some of the most needy families whom the FHL have 

supported with school fees this year. He also fitted in a meeting with the 100 pilgrims on the 

Westminster Diocese Pilgrimage, with KHS pilgrims and a separate group organised by Tangney 

Tours. Peter summarises his visit “Everywhere I travelled, I felt a warmth of appreciation for the 

support our FHL ‘Friends’ in the UK are offering to the Christian communities in the Holy Land. 

Every pound is making a big difference. Please continue to be generous.” 

 Distributions in the Holy Land 

The Management Committee are being kept busy reviewing applications for funds and agreeing 

them with the FHL Representative Team in the Holy Land. Our November meeting produced 37 

action points! Tony Stokes reported on income up 33% over the previous year and distributions 

to the Holy Land up 95%.Over £16,000 has been allocated to school fees this year and £20,000 

was allocated for a Christmas distribution. An additional meeting is planned for 10 December to 

review the projects that Peter witnessed and was asked to support during his visit. However, we 

need more funds so please forward the monies from fundraising activities as soon as possible. 

Meanwhile, we are required to make difficult decisions on what projects to accept and decline. 
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 Returning Pilgrims 

Thank you to Pilgrimage Leaders of the Hallam, KHS, Tangney Group and Westminster 

pilgrimages for agreeing with their pilgrims that the FHL can write to them on their return. So 

often we hear pilgrims saying “how can we continue to help those whom we met?” We believe 

the FHL offers the structure to ensure support is directed to where it is most needed. 

 Sean’s Travels 

The high point of his travels this month was a return to the parish of Holy Angels in Hale Barns 

Trafford and his school St Ambrose College. A new school built on the site of the old one at a 

cost of some £24m in the shape of a Celtic Cross was the venue for a talk to 6
th

 formers.  

In addition to fund raising, saying “Thank You” is an important part of his role and so all Masses 

in the Redditch Area were attended and parishioners thanked, informed on where the money is 

spent and encouraged to pick up Crib Boxes. In response to recent letters asking for contacts in 

the diocese, Sean met parishioners from Anglican parishes willing to help co-ordinate our work 

in their diocese. 

 Peter’s Travels 

It has been a busy month..... from a meeting in Morpeth with Fr. Lawrence Jones, the new FHL 

Diocesan Co-ordinator in Hexham & Newcastle to preaching at Evensong at Winchester 

Cathedral ..... from speaking at Masses at Eastcote with Fr. John Deehan to addressing the 

Guildford Diocesan Synod .... from attending the FHL Solihull Group meeting to speaking at the 

Morning Services in Bishopstoke ....  Peter has been dividing his time this month between the RC 

and C of E supporters of the FHL. 

 “Sponsorship” 

Sponsoring individuals and families is popular. 500 shekels per month (around £100 or £3 per 

day) will make a big difference to a poor family. School fees average around £350 per year. 

Please remember if you wish to sponsor individuals then please make the request with an option 

for the funds to go to Family Support, just in case the family circumstances change. In order for 

funds to be directed to the most needy causes, it is important that we have maximum flexibility. 

 Winter Newsletter 

This is being prepared and will be published before Christmas. It will include more detail on new 

projects being supported in the Holy Land by the FHL. 

 Thank you Thanks to all the volunteers around the country for all your contributions in 2012. In 

particular, thanks to the team at the office who have had to contend with external building works 

over the last few months. Hopefully all will now be peaceful for Advent! 

 A Very Happy and Blessed Christmas to all our readers and your families. If you have not 

already done so, please consider a standing order of £5, £10 or more per month. This level of 

consistent support really helps FHL long term planning for our Christian Brothers and in the 

Holy Land Sisters. Finally, don’t forget to book your place on the FHL pilgrimage before 

21st December! 


