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APRIL 2012 UPDATE FOR FHL PARISH/DEANERY/LPA GROUPS 

 

 

Welcome to Summer…and it is not even Easter! What wonderfully strange weather we are 

experiencing. Fortunately the world of FHL is not so strange. It’s business as usual, but with the renewed 

energy from New Year resolutions that are still alive and kicking. 

 

 Many have asked about the recent visit by Michael and Peter to Palestine. Peter provides this 

summary; ‘Thanks to the wonderful support from Laila at Laila Tours who organised all our 

accommodation, travel and appointments, we managed 29 appointments in the 3.5 days and achieved 

even more than we intended. 

 

- We visited Bishop William Shomali and Bishop Suheil Dawani, the Latin and Anglican Bishops 

of Jerusalem and their administration staff. We discussed projects to help address the severe 

housing problems in the region. 

 

- We met senior members of the Christian community who have agreed to be our representatives 

and to advise FHL on how best to distribute your ever increasing donations. We are undertaking 

the necessary documentation and procedures to apply for recognition as a charity with the 

Palestinian National Authority. 

 

- We poured the first candles in the FHL candle-making factory in Beit Jala. 

 

- We visited the suppliers of our crib money boxes and ordered a further 500 and also met the 

supplier of Christmas cards to Olive Wood Products. 

 

- We travelled to the villages of Aboud and Ain Arik, to Ramallah and Nablus in the north, in 

addition to Bethlehem (where we were based), Jerusalem, Beit Sahour and Beit Jala.  We met 

Parish Priests and other representatives of Latin and Anglican communities, including the 

Director General of Schools for the Latin Patriarchate in Palestine. 

 

- We identified new projects providing employment, refurbishing houses, supporting an elderly 

man in Nablus to move into a care home, funding a young man in Aboud to go to Jordan for an 

operation to treat a hole in his heart, supporting summer schools, introducing music to children in 

a school.  We visited the new book store in Beit Sahour that FHL supported and called into the 

School of Joy and St.Martha’s House. 
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- In summary, we discovered many challenges, mainly around employment, housing, the cost of 

medical attention and medicines and some severe cases of poverty, particularly in the urban 

areas. Those in the villages appeared to live humble lives and needed less to survive. We 

received many calls on our funds. Regrettably, we are not yet large enough to meet the needs of 

everyone, and we have difficult decisions to make. With your support we will be able to do more 

every year, and our decisions about which families we support will become less challenging’.  

 

 Sean continues to be busy, on the road with a return to Shrewsbury Cathedral on April 18
th

 with the 

DVD following his pulpit talks, back to Barton in Staffordshire on the 20
th
, (Uttoxeter tba) and more 

pulpit talks around Birmingham on that weekend too. 

 

 Would your group benefit from a visit from Sean? The idea would be to coincide with a pulpit 

weekend or DVD presentation in the area or on the way, and would be a chance to hear about work 

being undertaken, ideas for fund raising events and a chance to share ideas. For example, Sean plans 

to be in Liverpool Stoneycroft and then talk in Blundellsands with support from the local Friends on 

May 26
th

. 

 

 Volunteers: Welcome to Brenda Symes who is the smiling voice on Friday mornings. 

 

 St. Martha’s House has moved into new premises. Michael and Peter visited on the first day of the 

ladies’ move into a larger property. This enables an increase in the number of elderly ladies who can 

attend each day, and also provides a terraced area at the front and a potential garden area to be 

developed at the back. Laila has aspirations for the ladies to grow vegetables and participate in other 

outside interests. A photograph is attached. Much to do. 

 

 Standing Orders. Just a thought…if one hundred ‘Friends’ each asked ten of their friends to take 

out a standing order of £5 per month to support the Christians in the Holy Land and 50% were to 

Gift-Aid, FHL would be able to distribute a further £67,500 every year. Do you have 10 friends? 

 

 Summer camp in Aboud. We are seeking to support the summer camp in Aboud for up to 200 

children for the month of July. The cost is £70 per child. If you would like to know more, please 

contact the office. 

 

 

 

 

Finally, we wish a very Happy and Blessed Easter to all our readers. May God Bless you in your work for 

the Christians in the Holy Land 


