
PARISH QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS - B.E. 
Total number of questionnaires 176
Note: In the results below the totals of each question do not always add up to 176. This is because on some 
forms not all questions were answered. This was particularly true of Question 6. Many did not understand the 
meaning of clericalism.

1. Have you seriously considered leaving the Church as a result of revelations of child sexual abuse 
by priests?
 7 4% Yes, I have been on the verge of leaving
 18  10% I did consider it but decided to stay
 151 86% No, it never entered my head

2. Do you know anyone who has left the Church over this?
 36 20% Yes
 114 65% No
 26 15% Not sure

3. Would you value an opportunity to discuss how best the Church should respond to this scandal?
 82 47% Yes
 52 30% No
 41 23% Not sure

4. Do you think we should address this issue as a parish community?
 101 59% Yes, it needs airing
 63 37% No, enough has been said already
 7 4% Please let’s forget about it

5. If a parish meeting was arranged to address this issue would you attend? 
 76 44% Yes
 58 33% No
 41 23% Not sure

6. Pope Francis wrote, ‘To say “no” to all forms of abuse is to say an emphatic “no” to all forms of 
clericalism.’ Do you agree with this statement?
 84 52% Yes
 27 17% No
 49 31% Not sure

7. Has the abuse scandal diminished your respect for priests in general?
 10 6% Yes, very much so
 63 36% To some extent
 100 58% Not at all

8. Do you consider priests to be less trustworthy now?
 15 9% Yes, definitely
 55 32% To some extent
 103 59% Not at all



9. Has your attitude to meeting a priest one-to-one in confession changed?
 26 15% Yes, I no longer go to confession
 13 8% I would think twice before going to confession
 134 77% I would have no problem going to confession

10. Do you think that bishops and priests hold too much power and influence within the Church?
 72 42% Yes
 56 32% No
 44 26% Not sure

11. Do you think there should be more  involvement of lay people in the Church’s life, including 
government and decision-making?
 110 63% Yes
 38 21% No
 28 16% Not sure

12. Do you think lay people are sufficiently involved in this parish?
 102 58% Yes,
 57 33% There could be much more lay involvement
 16 9% There’s too much lay involvement

Questionnaires with additional comments are attached


